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VEST - A civilian style vest is a must for common decency.  Can be made from linen, wool, printed cotton or silks.  Suspenders (braces) are considered to be part of one’s underwear and are not to be displayed in mixed company.





DRAWERS – A must for under wool or any other coarse, heavy fabric.  Made from cotton or linen.





PANTS – Made from either wool or linen; these buttonfly pants are the foundation of any impression.  Pants have adjustable tie at the back of the waist and are supported by suspenders (braces) since the belt loop was not invented until the 1880’s.  These pants can be made from the same fabric as your vest and then is known as a ditto.





THREE BUTTON SHIRT – This is the most common shirt that can be used for civilian impression and was often sent to soldier in the field.  The shirt can be made of linen or printed cottons.  The collar can be made detachable and from a coordinating fabric to depict a different impression.  





For an upscale impression the front can be pleated.





SACK COAT – A civilian sack suit, a must for the common man, farmer or shop keeper.





CIVIIAN IMPRESSION BASICS





SHOES OR BOOTS – Most common were the brograns or Jefferson bootie, however other types of riding boots were popular with the common civilian man





HAT – This varies depending upon the impression being portrayed and can range from a engineer’s cap to a top hat.  Hats were usually made of wool felt.





ADDITIONAL ITEMS








